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Confusion follows IRS notice on tax law 


Local officials, residents rush to sort out 
when prepaying property taxes is allowed 


By Tim Logan 
GLOBE STAFF 
IRS guidance for property own- 
ers seeking to prepay taxes before 
the end of 2017 has triggered a new 
round of confusion in some munic- 
ipalities that had rushed to clarify 
their payment setups for frantic 


residents. 

Friday is the last business day of 
the year for cities and towns to ac- 
cept in-person payments, and some 
local officials report being deluged 
as residents seek clarification and 
advice about the federal tax law 
President Trump signed Dec. 22. 


“Obviously this has been a time 
where a lot of people are scurrying 
for information and trying to react 
— time is very short,” said Geoff 
Beckwith, executive director of the 
Massachusetts Municipal Associa- 
tion. He said many places are re- 
porting long lines of anxious tax- 
payers during the holiday period, 
when many local government offic- 
es are already short-staffed. 

Beginning in 2018, taxpayers 


who itemize deductions on their 
federal returns cannot deduct 
more than $10,000 for state and lo- 
cal tax payments, meaning that res- 
idents of high-tax areas such as the 
Northeast will lose a substantial 
benefit. 

After the tax law was signed, 
many taxpayers sought to prepay 
their 2018 property taxes, hoping 
to capture the tax break. Flooded 
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As workers peeled off a protective layer, the faded remnant of the remaining wall of the Prince Building (below) was exposed. 


A ghost building 


emerges in the Financial District 


By Eric Moskowitz 


GLOBE STAFF 


ome long-standing buildings 
are cherished because of 
what happened there, others 
because they clearly repre- 
sent the work of a distin- 
guished architect or style. The Prince 
Building on Devonshire Street didn’t 
really check either of those boxes, old 


but not historic. 


Pedestrian even in its 
heyday, the Prince 
Building gets one last 
shot at the spotlight 


impression on a surviving wall it 
shared with a taller neighbor, a kind 
of death mask cast in crumbling brick. 
For nearly a quarter-century, that 
scene lay hidden by a protective layer 
of what appeared to be beige plaster. 
When the cover was peeled back for 
the construction of a new hotel, it re- 
vealed what fans call a “ghost build- 
ing,” laced with the fading outlines of 
floors and offices, the scars and cavi- 


So no one objected strongly when 
Fidelity demolished it in 1993 to put 
in a small parking lot for security 
vans. Only now is the Prince Building 
turning heads — not because of how it 
looked in life but because of freshly 
exposed traces it left behind, an eerie 


ties of chimneys and piping. 
Remnants of vanished buildings 
like this — collected and shared on 
Flickr and Pinterest, admired for their 
accidental allure and mournful power 
— are arare sight in Boston’s Finan- 
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DA spent 
$2.4m 


on private 
lawyers 


Didn’t use government 
attorneys to fight lawsuit 


By Todd Wallack 
GLOBE STAFF 

Plymouth District Attorney Timothy J. Cruz 
spent an eye-popping $2.4 million on legal fees to 
fight a federal lawsuit by a former prosecutor 
who claimed he was wrongfully fired, even 
though the attorney general’s office offered to 
represent Cruz and his office for free. 

Instead of using government attorneys, Cruz 
decided to hire Mintz Levin, one of Boston’s larg- 
est and best-known law firms, to handle the case. 
But the bill wound up costing taxpayers nearly 10 
times the amount of the settlement with the 
worker and at least nine times what some attor- 
neys say is the typical cost for that type of litiga- 
tion. 

“We are shocked that the DA’s office agreed to 
pay these exorbitant fees to private counsel,” said 
Emily Snyder, a spokeswoman for Attorney Gen- 
eral Maura Healey’s office. 

Healey’s office said it was not aware of any 
other cases where a state agency ran up such a 
sizable legal bill after refusing the attorney gener- 
al’s services. 

CRUZ, Page A6 


Walsh takes 
lessons from 
controversies 


Supports Chang and still 
open to new school schedules 


By Milton J. Valenca 
GLOBE STAFF 

For Mayor Martin J. Walsh, the weeks since 
his reelection in November could have been a joy- 
ride into the holidays and Inauguration Day. But 
first came word that Boston Public Schools had 
been fined by the Internal Revenue Service for 
misusing student activity accounts, an unusual 
rebuke that Walsh initially said he was not aware 
of. 

Then, Walsh took fire for the unpopular roll- 
out of new school start times, a plan that Super- 
intendent Tommy Chang was eventually forced 
to reverse amid protests by parents and city 
councilors. 

In an interview Thursday, Walsh called the 
controversies learning opportunities. He said he 
remains confident in Chang, as well. 

“I think there needed to be more communica- 
tion. . . . The strategy could have been better,” the 
mayor said, referring to the school start time dis- 
pute. 
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Two men are convicted in *14 carnival murder 


Trump says 
Russia probe 


makes US 
look very bad 


In impromptu interview, 
president also says he be- 
lieves Robert S. Mueller Ill, 
the special counsel in the 
Russia investigation, will 
treat him fairly. A2. 


A federal judge in Texas has 
dismissed a class-action com- 
plaint against the general man- 
ager of the T and his former 
company. B10. 


The 17 stories that resonated 
most with Globe subscribers 
include crime, strange deaths, 


and a tale of teen sleuths. B1. 
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Just chillin’ 


Friday: Still cold, less windy. 
High: 15-20. Low: 7-12. 


Saturday: Cloudy, snow possible. 
High: 20-25. Low: 8-13. 


High tide: 7:13 a.m. 7:46 p.m. 
Sunrise: 7:13 Sunset: 4:20 
Complete report, C10 


Apple chief executive Tim Cook 
apologized for not being clear 
that the company slows down 
phones with aging batteries, 
and the company is offering a 
discount on battery replace- 
ments to anyone with an 
iPhone 6 or later. B10. 


Twelve people were killed and 
four more were seriously in- 
jured in a fast-moving fire at an 
apartment building on a frigid 
night in the Bronx, according to 
New York City’s mayor. A2. 


Verdicts carry life sentences; gun 
battle claimed life of youth mentor 


By Travis Andersen 
GLOBE STAFF 
Two rivals with gang ties 
were convicted Thursday of 
first-degree murder charges 
stemming from the shooting 
death of a young woman 


struck by stray gunfire in Dor- 
chester while attending the 
opening procession of the 
2014 Caribbean carnival. 

The verdicts in the case 
against Keith Williams, 21, 
and Wesson Colas, 25, came 


on the fourth full day of the 
jury’s deliberations in Suffolk 
Superior Court. 

Prosecutors said the two 
men were involved in a gun 
battle that claimed the life of 
Dawnn Jaffier, 26, a bystander 
and beloved youth mentor 
who was shot in the head at 
8:17 a.m., on Aug. 23, 2014, at 
the corner of Blue Hill Avenue 


and Charlotte Street after step- 
ping out of the joyous event 
known as J’ouvert. 

Jaffier’s relatives fought 
back tears and embraced when 
they heard the verdicts, which 
carry an automatic life sen- 
tence without the possibility of 
parole for each defendant. 

“We learned about Dawnn 

VERDICT, Page A8 


or mee JEY 


g 


i 
PETER PEREIRA/STANDARD TIMES VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Ray Levesque crossed the deck of the Bradbill in New Bedford. 


MOUNT WASHINGTON — It was 
minus 34 degrees on the summit 
Thursday morning, breaking the Dec. 
28 record low temperature of minus 31 
degrees, set in 1933. B5. 


PATRIOTS GAME — Forecasters 
predict a high of 14 degrees on game 
day, which would make it one of the 
coldest games in Patriots history. C1. 


COLD ELSEWHERE — Parts of the 
northern and central United States 
could see temperatures 40 to 50 degrees 
lower than normal this weekend. A3. 


